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We live in the temporal but are built for the eternal.’ 
 
 

1 Corinthians 15:10a ESV 
But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace toward 
me was not in vain. 

 
 
2 Corinthians 5:1-10 
What Heaven Brings. 

2 Corinthians 5:1-3 NLT 
For we know that when this earthly tent we live in is taken 
down (that is, when we die and leave this earthly body), we 
will have a house in heaven, an eternal body made for us by 
God himself and not by human hands. We grow weary in our 
present bodies, and we long to put on our heavenly bodies like 
new clothing. For we will put on heavenly bodies; we will not 
be spirits without bodies. 
 

Romans 8:18, 24-25 NLT 
Yet what we suffer now is nothing compared to the glory he 
will reveal to us later... We were given this hope when we were 
saved. (If we already have something, we don’t need to hope 
for it. But if we look forward to something we don’t yet have, 
we must wait patiently and confidently.) 
 

 
Heaven Brings Transformation. 
 

2 Corinthians 5:4-5 NLT 
While we live in these earthly bodies, we groan and sigh, but 
it’s not that we want to die and get rid of these bodies that 
clothe us. Rather, we want to put on our new bodies so that 

these dying bodies will be swallowed up by life. God himself 
has prepared us for this, and as a guarantee he has given us 
his Holy Spirit. 

2 Corinthians 1:22 NLT 
He has identified us as his own by placing the Holy Spirit in our 
hearts as the first installment that guarantees everything he 
has promised us. 

2 Corinthians 3:16-18 NLT 
But whenever someone turns to the Lord, the veil is taken 
away. For the Lord is the Spirit, and wherever the Spirit of the 
Lord is, there is freedom. So all of us who have had that veil 
removed can see and reflect the glory of the Lord. And the 
Lord—who is the Spirit—makes us more and more like him as 
we are changed into his glorious image. 
 
 
Heaven Brings Motivation 
 
 

2 Corinthians 5:6-10 NLT 
So we are always confident, even though we know that as 
long as we live in these bodies we are not at home with the 
Lord. For we live by believing and not by seeing. Yes, we are 
fully confident, and we would rather be away from these 
earthly bodies, for then we will be at home with the Lord. So 
whether we are here in this body or away from this body, our 
goal is to please him. For we must all stand before Christ to be 
judged. We will each receive whatever we deserve for the 
good or evil we have done in this earthly body. 
 

Luke 16:19-31 NLT 
Jesus said, “There was a certain rich man who was splendidly 
clothed in purple and fine linen and who lived each day in 
luxury. At his gate lay a poor man named Lazarus who was 
covered with sores. As Lazarus lay there longing for scraps 
from the rich man’s table, the dogs would come and lick his 
open sores. 
“Finally, the poor man died and was carried by the angels to 
sit beside Abraham at the heavenly banquet. The rich man 
also died and was buried, and he went to the place of the 
dead. There, in torment, he saw Abraham in the far distance 
with Lazarus at his side. 
“The rich man shouted, ‘Father Abraham, have some pity! 
Send Lazarus over here to dip the tip of his finger in water and 
cool my tongue. I am in anguish in these flames.’ 
“But Abraham said to him, ‘Son, remember that during your 
lifetime you had everything you wanted, and Lazarus had 
nothing. So now he is here being comforted, and you are in 
anguish. 



And besides, there is a great chasm separating us. No one 
can cross over to you from here, and no one can cross over 
to us from there.’ 
“Then the rich man said, ‘Please, Father Abraham, at least 
send him to my father’s home. For I have five brothers, and I 
want him to warn them so they don’t end up in this place of 
torment.’ 
“But Abraham said, ‘Moses and the prophets have warned 
them. Your brothers can read what they wrote.’ 
“The rich man replied, ‘No, Father Abraham! But if someone is 
sent to them from the dead, then they will repent of their sins 
and turn to God.’ 
“But Abraham said, ‘If they won’t listen to Moses and the 
prophets, they won’t be persuaded even if someone rises 
from the dead.’” 
 

Is our focus invested in the temporal or the eternal? 

2 Corinthians 5:15 NLT 
He died for everyone so that those who receive his new life 
will no longer live for themselves. Instead, they will live for 
Christ, who died and was raised for them. 


