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The obscurity principle of Jesus: What you do in obscurity 
will be rewarded openly.  
 
 

MATTHEW 6:4 NMB  
“…so that your giving may be given in secret. And your Father 
who sees in secret will reward you openly. 
 
LUKE 16:10 NLT 
If you are faithful in little things, you will be faithful in large 
ones. But if you are dishonest in little things, you won’t be 
honest with greater responsibilities. 
 
RUTH 1:8-2:13 NLT 
But on the way, Naomi said to her two daughters-in-law, “Go 
back to your mothers’ homes. And may the Lord reward you 
for your kindness to your husbands and to me. May the Lord 
bless you with the security of another marriage.” Then she 
kissed them good-bye, and they all broke down and wept. 
“No,” they said. “We want to go with you to your people.” But 
Naomi replied, “Why should you go on with me? 
Can I still give birth to other sons who could grow up to be 
your husbands? No, my daughters, return to your parents’ 
homes, for I am too old to marry again. And even if it were 
possible, and I were to get married tonight and bear sons, then 
what? Would you wait for them to grow up and refuse to 
marry someone else? No, of course not, my daughters! Things 
are far more bitter for me than for you, because the Lord 
himself has raised his fist against me.” And again they wept 
together, and Orpah kissed her mother-in-law good-bye. But 
Ruth clung tightly to Naomi. “Look,” Naomi said to her, “your 
sister-in-law has gone back to her people and to her gods. You 
should do the same.” But Ruth replied, “Don’t ask me to leave 
you and turn back. Wherever you go, I will go; wherever you 
live, I will live. Your people will be my people, and your God 
will be my God. Wherever you die, I will die, and there I will be 
buried. May the Lord punish me severely if I allow anything but 
death to separate us!” When Naomi saw that Ruth was  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
determined to go with her, she said nothing more. So the two 
of them continued on their journey. When they came to 
Bethlehem, the entire town was excited by their arrival. “Is it 
really Naomi?” the women asked. “Don’t call me Naomi,” she 
responded. “Instead, call me Mara,  for the Almighty has made 
life very bitter for me. I went away full, but the Lord has 
brought me home empty. Why call me Naomi when the Lord 
has caused me to suffer and the Almighty has sent such 
tragedy upon me?” So Naomi returned from Moab, 
accompanied by her daughter-in-law Ruth, the young Moabite 
woman. They arrived in Bethlehem in late spring, at the 
beginning of the barley harvest. Now there was a wealthy and 
influential man in Bethlehem named Boaz, who was a relative 
of Naomi’s husband, Elimelech. One day Ruth the Moabite said 
to Naomi, “Let me go out into the harvest fields to pick up the 
stalks of grain left behind by anyone who is kind enough to let 
me do it.” Naomi replied, “All right, my daughter, go ahead.” So 
Ruth went out to gather grain behind the harvesters. And as it 
happened, she found herself working in a field that belonged 
to Boaz, the relative of her father-in-law, Elimelech. While she 
was there, Boaz arrived from Bethlehem and greeted the 
harvesters. “The Lord be with you!” he said. “The Lord bless 
you!” the harvesters replied. Then Boaz asked his foreman, 
“Who is that young woman over there? Who does she belong 
to?”And the foreman replied, “She is the young woman from 
Moab who came back with Naomi. She asked me this morning 
if she could gather grain behind the harvesters. She has been 
hard at work ever since, except for a few minutes’ rest in the 
shelter.” Boaz went over and said to Ruth, “Listen, my 
daughter. Stay right here with us when you gather grain; don’t 
go to any other fields. Stay right behind the young women 
working in my field. See which part of the field they are 
harvesting, and then follow them. I have warned the young 
men not to treat you roughly. And when you are thirsty, help 
yourself to the water they have drawn from the well.” Ruth fell 
at his feet and thanked him warmly. “What have I done to 
deserve such kindness?” she asked. “I am only a foreigner.” 
“Yes, I know,” Boaz replied. “But I also know about everything 
you have done for your mother-in-law since the death of your 
husband. May the Lord, the God of Israel, under whose wings 
you have come to take refuge, reward you fully for what you 
have done.” “I hope I continue to please you, sir,” she replied. 
“You have comforted me by speaking so kindly to me, even 
though I am not one of your workers.” 

 



 
 
 
RUTH 3:7-12, 18 NLT 
After Boaz had finished eating and drinking and was in good 
spirits, he lay down at the far end of the pile of grain and went 
to sleep. Then Ruth came quietly, uncovered his feet, and lay 
down. Around midnight Boaz suddenly woke up and turned 
over. He was surprised to find a woman lying at his feet! 
“Who are you?” he asked. “I am your servant Ruth,” she 
replied. “Spread the corner of your covering over me, for you 
are my family redeemer.” “The Lord bless you, my daughter!” 
Boaz exclaimed. “You are showing even more family loyalty 
now than you did before, for you have not gone after a 
younger man, whether rich or poor. Now don’t worry about a 
thing, my daughter. I will do what is necessary, for everyone in 
town knows you are a virtuous woman. But while it’s true that 
I am one of your family redeemers, there is another man who 
is more closely related to you than I am. Then Naomi said to 
her, “Just be patient, my daughter, until we hear what 
happens. The man won’t rest until he has settled things today.” 

 
RUTH 4:16-17 NLT 
Naomi took the baby and cuddled him to her breast. And she 
cared for him as if he were her own. The neighbor women said, 
“Now at last Naomi has a son again!” And they named him 
Obed. He became the father of Jesse and the grandfather of 
David. 
 
 

1. Choose loyalty over convenience. 
 
 
2. Choose humility over pride. 
 
 

MATTHEW 23:12 NLT 
But those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those 
who humble themselves will be exalted. 
 

 
3. Choose service over celebrity. 

 


